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How many joke have we heard about Methodists eating?  We have 

always liked church meals, and our forefathers were no exception.  

This flyer from early in the 20th century promises ñA good square 

meal, 25Â.ò  Donôt we wish the price was still the same! 

Fund-raising meals have been a long tradition and have enabled the 

financial support of many good projects.  Social concerns, missionary 

work, building maintenance and many other causes have benefited 

throughout the years from our fondness for food and fellowship. 

Sometimes we have a communal meal just because it is a nice thing to 

do.  No fund-raising, no hidden reasons, just food and fellowship.  

Our Thanksgiving mid-day meals are like that and have been a 

tradition for over twenty years.  Pastor Dave Slorpe and John 

Lindemann started the first one in 1989.  In 1992 Keith Tyler became 

the coordinator and about 1995 Andy Kawecki joined him. 

Besides special occasions like Thanksgiving, Advent soup suppers 

and periodic potlucks, routine eating events also play a large role.  

There are the Thursday Morning Menôs Breakfast group, the monthly 

Saturday Menôs Breakfast, the Menôs Lunch Bunch, the Ethel 

Greeneôs Ladies Lunch Bunch, the Fijianôs feasts, and meals put on by 

the various social groups of the church. 

No Doubt, Methodists Like to Eat! 

Norm Hardin 

Folks beginning to gather for the mid-day Thanksgiving meal in Fieldôs Fellowship Hall, 2011. 

  Over 200 people attended that day, which included church goers, friends, families, the disadvantaged, homeless and hungry. 
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The Altar Cross 

Norm Hardin 

One evening while seated with the choir at the back 

wall of the chancel area, I commented on the bronze 

plaque dedicating the cross given in memory of Mrs. 

Lillis LeBaron.  I thought it was good that the plaque 

was still there, even though the cross had been 

removed about 50 years ago.  A singer sitting nearby 

was surprised, as she thought the plaque referred to 

the brass cross sitting on the altar.  Not so, I  said, and 

told her what I knew of the story of the large cross. 

Mrs. Lillis LeBaron was quite active in the Methodist 

church.  Though related to the three LeBarons who 

initially moved into the area, she is no 

direct relation to John LeBaron, 

photographer husband of historian Gaye 

LeBaron.   

Lillis LeBaron died in 1948 and when 

plans were being made for building the 

ñnewò church on Montgomery Drive, 

funds were donated in her memory for 

the large gold-colored wooden cross that 

hung in front of red velvet drapes at the 

back of the chancel.  This photograph, 

taken close to the opening on September 

15, 1951, shows the cross.  Note that 

there is no brass cross on the altar, the 

large cross serving that purpose. 

I have been unable to determine the exact 

date, but years later the Rapp family 

purchased the stained glass altar window 

and it was installed in place of the cross.  

Fifteen years after the Methodist Church 

on Montgomery Drive opened, Christ 

Church on Yulupa Avenue opened, and 

our large cross formed the backdrop for 

their altar, having been donated to them. 

In 1984 the Christ Church sanctuary 

burned, taking the large cross with it.  

With a history of serving two churches 

and their congregations for 33 years, 

Mrs. LeBaronôs memorial was certainly 

a worthy one. 

Another historical note is that the formation of Christ 

Church, which was officially chartered by the Annual 

Conference in 1962, was the act that caused the 

ñSanta Rosa Methodist Churchò to change itsô name 

to ñThe First Methodist Church of Santa Rosa.ò  In 

1968, following the merger of the Methodist church 

with the United Brethren church, we became ñThe 

First United Methodist Church of Santa Rosa.ò 

Inside the Montgomery sanctuary when it first opened in 1951. 


